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solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the

empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O

my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee;

and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes.

Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.'

The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the

Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to

do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with

whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have

patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly

carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not

neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath

betided him after thee.'.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness

and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to

him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the

like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests,

whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those

locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the

accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some

days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was

exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So

they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd

fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him.

Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories

and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? By God,

forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).Presently, the vizier

entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him,

"How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah

Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I

am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his

head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to

put me to death.".73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my

love doth not repay..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon

El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave

not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon,

without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots

and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's

visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed

myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and

the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and

[did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who
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was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king

despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget

him; what is he?" iii. 42..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..? ? ? ?

? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard

and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that

had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were

spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was

with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the

love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.? ? ? ? ? Whenas

he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ? ?

? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man

cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young

Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me."

Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer

returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to

yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the

bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of

love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide;

severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a

dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers

in the following verses:.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine

eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore

witness against him.'.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her

chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he

bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.On like

wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against

me.".? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..75. The

Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk

dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love,"

quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative

Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.The Fifth Night of the Month.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade

depart to his dwelling..Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp,

but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest

of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My

wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding,

an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..?

? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.4. The

Three Apples lxix.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..?

? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband

dcccxcviii.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she

ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red

anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was

Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his

eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy

kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal

counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers

dciii.Solomon, David and, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.Now it

chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and

plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to
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her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most

High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding

compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my

Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and

thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head;

whereupon one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ?

? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El

Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the

Porter dxxxvi.Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to

the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid,

greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in

our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and

for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank,

but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely,

quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I

desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God

the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.Jesus, The Three

Men and our Lord, i. 282..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with

me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for

the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but

I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and

returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE

LEARNED MAN..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from

mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one

of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and

cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat

and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But

Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..?STORY OF

THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..?

? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and

Zubeideh dclii.The Fourteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..?

? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..Er Reshid considered her beauty and the

goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which

overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a

gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of

goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer,

'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that

there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'."If it must be and

no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----
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